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Cleveland Museum of Art Welcomes 
Friends of African and African-American Art 

New Ajfiliate Group Launch Set for Sunday, Jan. 26 

CLEVELAND (Jan. 20, 2003) — The Cleveland Museum of Art’s (CMA) newest affiliate group, Friends of 
African and African-American Art, will launch its inaugural agenda Sunday, Jan. 26, at 1 p.m. at a brunch in 
the Museum’s Oasis Restaurant. 

All members of the community are invited to attend the brunch ($19.50 per guest) and are encouraged 
to join the Friends group. 

According to Attorney Helen Forbes-Fields, chair of the group, “our purpose is to promote the 
appreciation of works created by artists of the African Diaspora. We also want to increase public awareness of 
this art through educational opportunities and encourage collecting these works throughout the community.” 
Forbes-Fields added that the group also hopes to generate funds to acquire works for the Museum. 

The benefits of membership in this group include: 

• Invitations to special events, receptions and programs; 

• Lectures by prominent African and African American artists and scholars; 

• Gallery talks and other special African and African-American arts events; 

• Expert advice on collecting and preserving an art collection; 

• Networking with people who have an interest in art; and 

• Travel to view exhibitions and collections at other museums and galleries. 

“The Museum has generously offered its support for our future endeavors,” Forbes-Fields says. 
“Therefore, as with other Museum affiliate groups, we have chosen to demonstrate our support by 
subscribing to individual memberships as a prerequisite for joining the group.” CMA membership ($40 
annually) and Friends of African and African-American Art membership ($75 annually) can be secured for 
only $1 15 a year. Forbes-Fields noted, “it’s a small price to pay for securing our legacy for future 
generations.” 

“This is going to be an exciting first year,” she added. “Our first activity will include a gallery talk 
in March with Curator of Photography Tom E. Hinson on the South African photography exhibition 
Interior Portraits: Zwelethu Mthethwa Photographs (Eeb. 15 -April 23) and we will celebrate the 
reinstallation of the Museum’s African Gallery later in the year. Of course, we also will focus on African 
American works in the Museum’s permanent collection.” 

Members of the community interested in attending the brunch and joining Eriends of African and 
African-American Art at the Cleveland Museum of Art may call 216-707-6860 to register or to receive 
additional information. 
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